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Minutes of the Transport and Traffic Sub Committee 
Held at the Civic Hall, Lee Street, Uppermill 

On Wednesday 8th February 2012 
 

There were present  Cllr. Mr. R. Franklin – Chairman 
    Cllrs. Mr. M. Buckley 

Mr. B. Cullen 
Mr. A. Roughley 

 
Raad Al-Hamdani (DP representative) 
Geoff Bayley (Delph Community Association) 
Richard Darlington (Grotton residents) 
David Harrison (Civic Trust) 
John Martindale (Delph Community Association) 

    Ian Merckel (Lydgate residents) 
Graham Parker (GGRA) 
Alma McInnes (Uppermill residents) 
Gordon Anderson – Unity Partnership 
 

221. Apologies for Absence: Cllrs. Mr. G. Harkness & P.C.S.O. Lorna Conway & Cllr. 
Mr. R. Knowles (Oldham M.B.C.). 

 
222. Delph Speed limit sign – Unity sent an order to the Highways DLO in October / 
 November – Craig Dale has recently taken over the management of the DLO. It was 
 agreed that Cllrs. Franklin & Knotts and the Clerk will meet with Craig. 
   
223. Uppermill Parking – Councillor Franklin informed the meeting that following the 

District Partnership meeting, he had received an e-mail from Phil Matley. “The 
District parking enforcement has been consistent across the borough since its 
introduction on Feb 14th 2011, with both the previous and current leadership. The 
main emphasis of enforcement has been on disabled bays and this is the current 
situation to date”. The opinion of the majority of the meeting was that enforcement 
of the time limited parking should be carried out. If enforcement of the time limit is 
not being carried out, the signs should be amended to remove mention of the time 
limit. There was concern that vehicles were receiving tickets for parking outside the 
marked bays when they were not causing an obstruction. The bid to the District 
Investment Fund (DIF) to extend and re-line the car park had been unsuccessful. It 
was agreed that the District Co-ordinator would be asked to provide a breakdown of 
the estimate for car park works included in the DIF bid. The opinion of the majority 
of the meeting was that cars not parked in bays should only receive tickets if they 
are causing an obstruction, until the car park has been re-lined. Raad and 
Councillor Cullen mentioned that they understood that tickets had been issued in 
car parks in Lees for exceeding the time limit, the Clerk will contact the Parking 
Services Manager to confirm whether this is the case.   

 
224. Hopper Bus – nothing to report 
 
225. Potholes – A new contractor has been identified to carry out patching works at a 

lower cost. Unity is currently drawing up a list of roads in Saddleworth that could be 
included in re-surfacing / patching schemes. Details will be circulated by Gordon 
Anderson to Councillors for them to prioritise.  
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226. Gritting and Winter maintenance – Councillor Knotts has operated a snow blower 
in Lees Road depot, it is intended that it will be made available when there is a 
snow fall, for further testing. Phil Matley has identified advice on the Directgov web-
site about clearing snow and ice from pavements. Councillor Franklin has produced 
two documents about gritting and snow clearance, one covering general issues and 
one covering issues specific to Diggle, Oldham Highways have also produced a 
map of the gritting routes in Diggle. It was agreed that similar information would be 
produced for each ward and then distributed as widely as possible. Councillor 
Roughley highlighted the problems caused by the closure of the Motorway on 27th 
January, due to the bad weather and the problems that Oldham Council gritters had 
due to the resulting congestion. 

 
227.  Greenfield Rail Action Group – Councillor Franklin updated the members on the 

issues that have been highlighted. The new franchise will be from April 2014, it has 
been suggested that there should be a single franchise covering the express and 
local service, with a request for trains every twenty minutes at rush hours; the last 
train leaving Manchester at midnight throughout the week and half-hourly sevices 
throughout the week. There has been a 38% increase in passenger numbers since 
the current franchise was set-up in December, 2004. There have been some 
problems with the Ale Trail with passengers travelling from considerable distances. 
The proposed electrification of the line in 2016 may result in the franchise proposals 
being revised. Some additional carriages have been made available, the non-
collection of fares is still an issue and results in passenger numbers being 
understated. The group are monitoring the service and Councillor Franklin 
requested that he is notified of any problems with details of the time of the train and 
date of the incident.  It is not infrequent for passengers to be left behind at stations 
because of the overcrowding.  

 
228. Naming of Street in Greenfield – The group has been asked to consider the 

options for taking the matter forward, it was agreed that it would be deferred until 
GGRA could consider it.  

 
229.   Village issues 

Uppermill – The gulley at the bottom of Court Street was flooding again – Gordon 
Anderson to investigate 
Smithy Lane subsidence  - Gordon Anderson to investigate 
Contractors working for the Environment Agency have agreed with Oldham Parking 
Services to place their compound on the Baths Car park. The work can’t start as 
they have not given the appropriate notice to the Highways authority. The work is 
scheduled to last for 14 weeks and Gordon Anderson was asked to expedite the 
approval, if appropriate, so that the use of the car park does not drag on beyond the 
14 weeks which will be well into the summer period. 
Diggle – TRO approved – weather permitting the lines will be painted in the next 
few days. 
Dobcross – The Woods Lane Parking restriction Traffic Order will be part of the 
next batch of orders.  
The re-surfacing of Sugar Lane a couple of years ago was considered sub-standard 
at the time – Gordon Anderson will check whether a claim is being made 
against the contractor 
The retaining wall work on Sugar Lane has been done to a good standard, other 
parts of the wall have now deteriorated due to the bad weather – Gordon 
Anderson to arrange for the wall to be inspected.  
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Greenfield – The parking area and parking restrictions will be painted on Chapel 
Road when the re-surfacing is completed.  
The traffic survey regarding a possible pedestrian crossing on Chew Valley Road 
will be carried out after the half term holiday. Location of the possible crossing is 
near the King Bill pub. 
There are a number of potholes on Wellington Rd / Queensway / Carr Lane due to 
the additional traffic. The potholes need reporting in the usual way.  
Grotton – There is a blocked gulley where the linear walkway crosses Station Road 
in Grotton, it is thought that there is a dispute over ownership. 
Delph – Cllr. Buckley will meet with Sally Fletcher before the next meeting to 
draw up a proposal for the signage of the bridge.  
A review of weight limits across the Borough is planned, the timescale is not known 
at this stage. This will include the possible use of flashing signs to warn drivers of 
the restriction. 
The 30 mph signs on Wall Hill Rd needs to be re-located to comply with the Traffic 
Order.  
Lydgate – the yellow line near to the entrance to the White Hart needs to be re-
instated. 
The gulley near to the junction of Oldham Road and Coverhill Road needs re-
aligning. This is possibly part of the work currently being undertaken on the road. 
Lees – no issues 
Denshaw – Indentations are appearing on the road near to Slackcote, possibly 
caused by the collapsing of the old water main. 
The edgings are being damaged leading onto the area used as an unofficial lorry 
park near to Junction 22, whilst the land is in Rochdale, the highway is the 
responsibility of Oldham Council – Gordon Anderson to investigate  
General – All potholes are now inspected to ensure that the worse ones are dealt 
with first. Unity are in the process of developing a plan to deal with block gulleys, 
currently all gulleys in the Borough are being inspected it is intended to introduce a 
more targeted approach. 
 

230. Street Trading – Oldham Council is undertaking a consultation exercise on Street 
Trading across the Borough. The District Partnership has set-up a task and finish 
group to look at issues in Saddleworth & Lees. Members urged to report their view. 
 

231. Date of the Next Meeting - Wednesday, 28th March, 2012 at 6.30 p.m. 
 


